INTO THE SHADOWS
brought Pitt to Buckingham House to confer with the King.
Pitt was gravely concerned lest the interview should agitate the
King's mind and perhaps bring on another attack of madness:
he could not forget that the King himself held that their previous
disagreement had been responsible for his breakdown in 1801.
As they drove from York Place to Buckingham House Pitt more
than once sought assurances from Eldon. Was he sure that the
King was well enough to talk business? To set Pitt's mind at
rest Eldon suggested that he [Pitt] should consult the doctors at
Buckingham House before going in to see the King. This Pitt
did: the doctors were emphatically of the opinion that the King
was well enough to stand the strain of the forthcoming interview.
For three hours George and Pitt talked together. Pitt was most
cordially received.
pitt. I must congratulate Your Majesty on looking better now
than on your recovery from your last illness [i.e. the illness of 1801].
the king. That is not to be wondered at. I was then on the point
of parting from an old friend; I am now about to regain one.
But as the discussion proceeded Pitt found that on the question
of Fox's admission to office the Bang's mind was made up. At
the outset he had even opposed the admission of Dundas and
Grenville; but Pitt had talked him out of this objection. But
Fox—never: though it is said that out of deference to Pitt's
wishes to make the coalition as representative as possible he would
not object to Fox receiving diplomatic employment—possibly
as Ambassador to Russia.
Never in any conversation I have had in my life with him has he so
baffled me.
Pitt's observation after the audience was a tribute to the King's
ability to stand up for his opinions and a complete denial of die
rumours manufactured at Carlton House that the King was still
mentally deficient.
Every one thought that Fox behaved' most handsomely' when
he was informed of Pitt's failure to persuade the King to admit
him to office.
I myself am too old to care now about office [he said], but I have
many friends who for years have followed me. I shall advise them
now to join Government, and I trust Pitt can give them places.
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